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AGREEMENT

BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE SULTANATE OF OMAN

AND

THE FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED

NATIONS (FAO)
FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A FAO REPRESENTATION

The Government of the Sultanate of Oman and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations,

Desiring to conclude an agreement for the establishment of a FAO Representation,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1
Definitions

For the purposes of this Agreement, unless the context requires otherwise, the following words and

phrases shall have the meaning assigned to each of them:

@)
()
©

CY

®

©

()
)

“FAQ” means the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations.
“Representation” means the FAO Representation in the Country.

“FAO Representative” means the Head of the FAO Representation and in his/her absence
his/her duly authotized Deputy in the Country.

“Director-General” means the Director-General of FAO, and, duting his/her absence the
Deputy Director-General, or any officer designated by the Director-General to act on his /her
behalf.

“FAO Officials” means all members of the staff of FAO, irrespective of their nationality,
appointed by the Director-General or on his /her behalf, other than wotkets locally employed on
an houtly basis.

“Property” as used in Article 4 of this Agreement, means all property, including funds, income
and other assets, belonging to FAO or held ot administered by FAO in furtherance of its
constitutional mandate.

“Premises” means buildings and areas to be specified in the Facilities and Premises Agreement,
including installations and facilities made available to, maintained, occupied or used by FAO in
the Country in connection with its functions and purposes.

“Countty” means the Sultanate of Oman.

“Government” means the Government of the Sultanate of Oman.
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G) “FAO Member” means the Member Nations of FAO, Member Organizations or Associate
Members of FAO.

(k) “Facilities and Premises Agreement” means the agreement to be signed between the Government
and FAO in accordance with Article 3 (4) of this Agreement.

Article 2
Juridical Personality and Freedom of Assembly

1. FAO shall possess juridical personality and capacity:
(a) to contract;
(b) to acquire and dispose of immovable and movable property; and
(c) to institute legal proceedings.

2. The Government recognizes the right of FAO to convene meetings in the Country, except for
meetings under paragraph 3 below. At meetings convened by FAO, the Government shall take all
propet steps to ensute that no impediment is placed in the way of full freedom of discussion and
decision. Without prejudice to Articles 7 and 8 of this Agreement, the Government shall grant to all
delegates, representatives, experts, obsetvers and FAO Officials attending the meetings all necessary
immunities for the independent exercise of their functions in connection with such meetings.

3. Meetings of governing bodies or statutory bodies of FAO held in the Country will form the object
of separate agreements and shall require the Government’s prior written approval.

Article 3
FAO Presence in the Country

1. Within the limits of its approved budget, FAO shall appoint a FAO Representative in the Country
and assign to his/her Representation such other staff as may be necessary to assist him/her in the
petformance of his/her functions.

2. Before assigning a FAO Representative to the Country, FAO shall submit the name, curriculum vitae
and other relevant related information of the proposed FAO Representative to the Government for
taking a decision on approval or non-approval. FAO shall also provide the Government with
information regarding the family members who will reside with the FAO Representative at their
household and inform the Government about changes in matital status or other changes in status of
the FAO Representative and his /het family members promptly after FAO has become aware of such
changes.

3. FAO shall provide to the Government relevant information on all expatriate staff, which it proposes
to assign to the Representation. The Representation shall have such other staff as FAO may deem
approptiate to its propet functioning. FAO shall notify the Government of the names of the staff,
and of the families of the staff and of changes in the status of such persons promptly after FAO has

become aware of such changes.
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4. 'The Government shall grant free of charge to FAO, and FAO shall accept, as from the entry into
force and duting the life of this Agreement, the use and occupancy of the Premises and the use of
installations, office furnitute and other facilities suitable for the operations of the Representation, as
specified in the Facilities and Premises Agreement.

5. The Govetnment shall facilitate transit and shall grant an exemption from customs’ duties and from
prohibitions and restrictions on impotts and exports in respect of articles or any items imported by
FAQ for the proper implementation of this Agreement.

6. In a spirit of close cooperation with FAO, the Government shall take all necessary measures to
facilitate the entty into the tettitory of the Country, the sojourn and the departure from this territory
of all persons invited by the Reptesentation in the Country, as long as the travel is carried out in
connection with FAO activities.

7. The FAO Representative shall be responsible for all aspects of FAO’s activities in the Country, within
the limits of the authority that is delegated to him/her by the FAO Ditector-General, and ensure
liaison with other offices of FAO, including Headquarters, the Regional Office for the Near East and
Notrth Aftica and the Sub-regional Office for the Gulf Cooperation Council States and Yemen.

8. For the effective performance of his/her functions, the FAO Representative, shall have direct access,
in accordance with the established Government procedures, to all appropriate policy and planning
levels of the Government directly or indirectly concerned with the agriculture, livestock, fishery and
forestry sectors, as well as of other sectors of the national economy related to these domains.

9. In the framewotk of this Agteement, the Government and FAO may agtee to establish and maintain
sub-offices in other areas or regions of the Country to provide programme suppott to those areas or

regions.

Article 4
Property of FAO and Taxation

1. FAO, its Propetty, and assets wherever located and by whomsoever held, shall enjoy immunity from
every form of legal process except insofar as in any particular case the Director-General has expressly
waived its immunity. It is, howevet, understood that no waiver of immunity shall extend to any
measute of execution.

2. The Premises of FAO shall be inviolable. The Property and assets of FAO, wherever located and by
whomsoever held, shall be immune from search, requisition, confiscation, exproptiation, and any
other form of intetference, whether by executive, administrative, judicial or legislative action.

3. The archives of FAO, and in general all documents and any data or data media belonging to it or held
by it, shall be inviolable wherever located.

4. FAQ, its assets, income, and other Property shall be:
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(a) exempt from every form of direct taxation, VAT, tolls, and levies; it is understood, however, that
FAO will not claim exemption from taxes which are, in fact, no more than charges for public

utility services;

(b) exempt from customs duties and prohibitions and restrictions on imports and exports and
prohibitions and restrictions on imports and expotts in respect of articles imported or exported
by FAO for its official use. It is understood, however, that articles imported under such
exemption will not be disposed of in the Country except under conditions agreed with the

Government; and

(c) exempt from customs duties and prohibitions and restrictions on imports and expotts in respect
of its publications.

Article 5
Communications

FAOQ shall enjoy for its official communications treatment not less favourable than that accorded by
the Government to any other United Nations organizations and to other governments, including the

diplomatic mission of any such other government.

No censorship shall be applied to the official cotrespondences ot other communications of FAO and
all correspondences or other communications ditected to FAO or to any FAO Official. Such
prerogative shall extend, without limitation by reason of this enumeration, to publications, still and
moving pictures, videos and films and sound recordings.

FAQ shall have the tight to use codes and to dispatch and receive correspondence and other official
communications by courier or in sealed bags, with the same privileges and immunities extended in

respect of them as are accorded in respect of diplomatic couriers and bags.

Nothing in this article shall be construed to preclude the adoption of approptiate secutity precautions
to be determined by supplemental agteement between FAO and the Government.

Article 6
Financial Facilities

Without being subject to any financial controls, regulations or moratoria of any kind, FAO:

(2) may hold funds, securities or currency of any kind and operate accounts in any currency; and

(b) shall be free to transfer its funds, securities, or curtency from one countty to another or within
the Country and to convert any currency held by it into any other currency.
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1.

Atrticle 7
FAO Officials

Officials of FAO shall:

(8) be immune from legal process in respect of words spoken or written and all acts performed by
them in their official capacity;

(b) be exempt from taxation on the salaries and emoluments paid to them by FAO;
(¢) be immune from national service obligations;

(d) be immune, together with their family members residing in their household, from Immigration

restrictions and alien registration;

(e) be accorded the same privileges in respect of exchange facilities as are accorded to the officials

of comparable ranks forming patt of diplomatic missions to the Government concerned;

(B be given, together with their family members residing in their household, the same repatriation

facilities in times of international crisis as diplomatic envorys;

(g) have the right to import free of customs taxes, duties and levies, their furniture and effects at the
time of first taking up their post in the country in question; and

(h) have the right to impott a motor vehicle free of customs and excise duties, including value-added
tax, in accordance with the terms and conditions of national laws and existing government

regulations applicable to members of diplomatic missions of comparable ranks.

The provisions included in subparagraphs (d), (e), (£), (g), (h) of paragraph 1 of this article will not be
applicable to FAO Officials of Omani nationality.

In addition to the immunities and privileges specified in paragraph 1 of this article, the FAO
Representative shall be accorded the privileges and immunities, exemptions and facilities accorded to

diplomatic envoys, in accordance with international law.

Article 8
Experts on Official Mission

Experts performing missions for FAO, including persons performing services on behalf of FAO, shall

be accorded such privileges and immunities as are necessary for the independent exetcise of their

functions during the period of their missions, including the time spent on journeys in connection with

their missions. In particular, they shall be accorded:

(a) immunity from personal arrest or detention and from seizure of their personal baggage;

(b) in respect of words spoken or written and acts done by them in the course of the performance

of their mission, immunity from legal process of every kind. This immunity from legal process
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shall continue to be accorded notwithstanding that the petsons concerned are no longer
employed on missions for FAQ;

(o) inviolability for all papers and documents related to their work for FAQ;

(d) for the purpose of their communications with FAO, the right to use codes and to receive papers

or correspondence by courier or in sealed bags;

(¢) the same facilities in respect of currency or exchange restrictions as are accorded to

representatives of foreign governments on temporary official missions; and

(f) the same immunities and facilities in respect of their personal baggage as are accorded to
diplomatic envoys.

Article 9
Laissez-passet

1. The Government shall recognize United Nations laissez-passers issued to FAO Officials as a valid
travel document equivalent to a passport. Applications for visas from the holders of United Nations
laissez-passer, shall be dealt with as speedily as possible and without chatge.

2. Experts on mission and othet persons who have a certificate that they are travelling on the business
of FAO, though not being holders of UN laissez passer, shall be granted the visas as speedily as
possible and without charge.

Article 10
Transit and Sojourn

1. Through its competent authotities, the Government shall take all necessary measures to facilitate the
entry into, sojourn in, and departure from the Country of the persons listed below, irrespective of
their nationalities, when on official FAO business, and shall impose no impediment to their transit
to or from the Representation and shall afford them every necessary protection:

(a) the Independent Chairperson of the Council of FAO, representatives of FAO Members, the
United Nations, or any specialized agency of the United Nations and their spouses;

(b) FAO Officials and their family members;

(c) officials of the Representation, their families and other members of their households;

(d) persons, other than FAO officials, performing missions for FAO, and their spouses; and
(e) other persons invited to the FAO Representation on official business.

The Director-General or the FAO Representative shall communicate, at the eatliest opportunity, the

names of such persons to the Government.
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2. Visas which may be required for persons referred to in this Article shall be granted without charge
and as promptly as possible.

3. No activity performed by any such person in his/her official capacity as described in paragraph 1
above shall constitute a reason for preventing his/her entry into the Country or for requiting him/her
to leave the Countty.

4. No person referred to in paragraph 1 in this article shall be required to leave the Country, except in
the case of an abuse of the right of sojourn arising out of activities unconnected with his/her official
functions, as recognized by the FAO Representative and in accordance with the following conditions:

(a) no proceedings shall be instituted under such laws to require any such person to leave the
Country, except with the prior approval of the Foreign Ministry of the Country;

(b) in the case of the representative of an FAO Member, such approval shall be given only after
consultation with the authorities of the appropriate FAO Member;

(c) in the case of any other person mentioned in paragraph 1 above, such approval shall be given
only after consultation with the FAO Representative or the Director-General, the Secretary-
General of the United Nations or the principal executive officer of the appropriate Specialized
Agency, as the case may be;

(d) a representative of the FAO Member concerned, the FAO Representative or the Directot-
General, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, or the Principal Executive officer of the
appropriate specialized agency, as the case may be, shall have the right to appear and be heard in
any such proceedings on behalf of the person against whom they shall have been instituted; and

(€) persons who ate entitled to diplomatic privileges and immunities shall not be required to leave
the Country otherwise than in accordance with the procedure applicable to diplomatic envoys
accredited to the Country.

5. Nothing in this Agreement shall prevent the requirement of reasonable evidence to establish that
petsons claiming the rights granted by this Article come within the classes described in paragraph 1,
or the reasonable application of quarantine and health regulations.

Article 11
Privileges and Immunities

1. The privileges, immunities, exemptions and facilities accorded in this Agreement ate granted in the
interests of FAO only, and not for the personal benefit of the individuals concerned. The Director-
General shall have the right and duty to waive the immunity of any person enjoying privileges and
immunities under this Agreement in any case where, in his opinion, such immunity would impede

the course of justice and may be waived without prejudice to the interests of FAO.
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2. FAO shall cooperate at all times with the Government to facilitate the proper administration of
justice, secure the observance of police regulations and prevent the occurrence of any abuse in

connection with the privileges, immunities and facilities accorded under this Agreement.

3. Should the Government consider that an abuse of privileges or immunity conferred by this
Agreement has occurred, the Director-Genetal or the FAO Representative, shall, upon request,
consult with the appropriate Omani authorities to determine whether any such abuse has occurred.
[f such consultations fail to achieve a result satisfactoy to the Director-General and the Government,
the matter shall be determined in accordance with the procedure set out in Article 13 below.

Article 12
Supplemental Agreements

The Government and FAO may enter into such supplemental agreements as may be necessary within
the scope of this Agreement.

Article 13
Settlement of Disputes

Any dispute between the Government and FAO concerning the interpretation or application of this
Agreement shall be settled amicably by consultation through diplomatic channels.

Article 14
Final Provisions

1. This Agreement enters into force after thirty (30) days from the date of its ratification by the
Government. It shall continue to be in force until terminated putsuant to paragraph 3 below. Upon
the entty into force of this Agreement, it shall supersede existing agreements concerning the FAO
Representation in the Countty.

2. This Agreement may be modified by the conclusion of protocols that enter into force in accordance
with the procedures set out in paragraph 1 of this Article.

3. This Agreement may be terminated by either Party by written notice to the other and shall terminate
(60) sixty days after receipt of such notice.

4. The obligations assumed by the Parties under the present Agreement shall survive its expitation to
the extent necessary to permit otderly withdrawal of staff, funds and Property of FAO under this
Agreement.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, duly appointed representative of the Government and of
the Food and Agticulture Organization of the United Nations, respectively, have on their behalf signed
the present Agreement in the Arabic and English languages in duplicates at FAO HQ this 28th day of June

year 2025, all texts being equally authentic.

FOR THE GOVERNEMENT FOR THE FOOD AND
OF THE SULTANATE OF OMAN AGRICULTURE
ORGANIZATION OF THE
UNITED NATIONS
Minister of Agticulture, Fisheties Directot-General
& Water Resoutces

H.E. Dr Saoud Hamoud Al Habsi H.E. Dr QU Dongyu





